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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
My apologies to be writing to you again but you will be aware of the changes to school re-opening 
announced on Wednesday.  I have outlined the implications for our students below.  More information is 
coming out daily at the moment so please be patient as I sift through it all and attempt to make sense of it. 
  
The exact timings of the tests still need to be worked out and so they are subject to change.  The 
government’s intention is that all students are tested twice, 3-5 days apart. 
  
Week beginning 4th January 
  
Monday 4th is an INSET day so no lessons will be delivered on this day nor will key worker provision be 
available. 
  
This is also the day when the PPE and test kits are scheduled to be delivered.  Obviously, the rest of our 
planning depends on those deliveries arriving on time.  Hopefully, the next set of webinars and online 
training sessions we need, will be made available on Monday and Tuesday. We cannot plan our next steps 
until this training and information is received. 
  
From Tuesday onwards we will be making lessons available via Show My Homework and Teams.  The 
students should be familiar with both of these systems.  Lessons will be a mixture of livestream, pre-
recorded and other resources.  Hopefully all will run smoothly but delivering remote lessons to a thousand 
individual students, 5 times a day, may pose some challenges, so please bear with us. You will need to 
ensure that students are up and ready to follow their normal timetable where possible. Ms Holliday sent a 
letter on the last day of term detailing how remote learning will work but obviously, the dates have now 
changed.  Live lessons will be recorded and so can be accessed at different times of the day for those 
families sharing devices. Please get in touch via enquiries if you do not have a device such as a PC, tablet 
or Smartphone.  
  
I appreciate that students may have a number of their books/folders at school.   It will not be feasible to get 
these out to you so they will need to work on paper until we return when this can then be added to their 
books/folders. 
  
External exams for Years 12 and 13 will take place as scheduled, more details on this will follow. 
  
During this week, we will set up the mass testing site and systems and work out how all of that will 
work.  With luck the tests will be delivered as well.  We will communicate the schedule for testing as soon 
as we know what it will look like and once we have received tests on site. It is our intention to test all school 
staff in this first week and hopefully some exam year groups also. 
  
If you have not already done so, please can you complete the consent form for testing via 
Edulink.   If you need help with Edulink please email enquiries@queenkatherine.org to assist.  It is vital 
that every parent now uses this method of communication with the school.   
 
This is important even if you are not giving consent, as it allows us to know the numbers for which we are 
planning.   The children will all be carrying out the tests themselves, staff will not be swabbing students.  If 
you believe that your child will struggle to do this then they will need to be accompanied by a parent/guardian 
who can help them. We have also been told by the Local Authority, that anyone who has had a positive test 
in the last 90 days, should not be tested again as it is likely to give a false positive result. These students are 
therefore not required to attend their testing session.  

http://www.queenkatherine.org/
mailto:enquiries@queenkatherine.org


  

The more students that we can get tested the greater the benefit to everyone's education, with fewer 
interruptions of close contacts having to self-isolate for 10 days.  
  
The plan going forward is that staff and students that have been in close contact with a person who has 
tested positive, will be able to be tested daily for 7 consecutive school days, rather than having to self-
isolate. Your permission to allow the Mass Flow Testing will also avoid the need for your child to have to 
self-isolate for 10 days in the future.  
  
Key worker and vulnerable children provision 
  
Also commencing on Tuesday 5th January will be key worker and vulnerable children provision from 
8.50am until 3.20pm.  This will be based in the LRC and the students will be expected to access the live 
lessons from there.  They must bring wired earphones, not Bluetooth, and their own packed lunch 
and drink, the canteens will not be open.   
  
Please note that this provision is limited so will only be available to those children who meet the criteria on 
the link below and have no alternative.  Please do not be offended if your child is not offered this provision 
if you do not meet the criteria. 
  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 
  
If you wish to book a place please contact Sharon.housego@queenkatherine.org with your child’s name, 
form group, the reason they are eligible and which days they need the provision from the 5th to the 15th 
January.  
  
Week Beginning 11th January 
  
The exam years, 11, 12 and 13 will return to school and attend their normal classes.  We will provide 
further details of this next week along with the testing schedule for these students. 
   
We will continue to provide key worker and vulnerable child provision and on-line learning for all other year 
groups. 
  
Over the course of this week, the ambition is to test the other year groups so they are ready to return on 
the 18th. 
  
Week beginning 18th January 
  
All other year groups return for teaching and school is back to ‘normal’.  It is also our intention that Year 
10 mock exams take place this week in lessons.  Year 13 mocks will also take place, in the hall as 
previously communicated, with study leave.  Further information for Year 13 will follow. 
  
As always, there are still a lot of unknowns, but I will provide updates as soon as I can. 
  
Please remember that if your child has Covid symptoms, they must remain at home and you must 
arrange for a test in the usual way. The new lateral flow testing in schools is aimed to detect 
asymptomatic people only. 
  
A final request please, if anyone is willing and able to support the testing as a volunteer then please let me 
know.  Full training and PPE will be provided and there will be no ‘swabbing’ required.  We just need 
people to help with the processing of the tests and the running of the systems. 
  
Thanks as always for your support and I wish you all a Happy New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jon Hayes 
Headteacher 
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